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lowestoft post office

CONTEXT

Lowestoft is the UK’s most easterly town. It is the second largest
town in Suffolk, with a population of approximately 70,000
people. Like many coastal towns and cities it faces challenges
with regards to its environment, both built and natural, the
retention and growth of its population and the numerous
infrastructures required to sustain and grow the future of the
town.

The old post office is a grade II-Listed building in lowestoft,and
has been abandoned for years. This year our role is to reuse the
building imaginatively and thoughtfully in order to drive the future

aspirations of the town.
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RECESSED/HIDDEN SPACE

-a secreat, secluded, remote place
-they are easily ignored or overlooked ' ik

RECESSED AREA

MAINA AREA



DOCUMENT/SUPPLEMENT

AONIAV

STRATEGY

-Creating a shortcut of the post office wing, making it become
a part of the whole city.

-Reveal the hidden space to the public

-Through the route, invite the public to experience and explore
the history of this building.

The Most Hidden . Open To the Public
Invisable < Visable

I Main route

Light weil

~ Secondary routes

The slice through the building
In order to reveal the hidden space of this building, | created an incredible slice through the buikding, to let
It be used as a shortcut, so the post office becomes part of the city.
Through the route, | invite the public to experience and explore the history of this building,
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Through the transparent glass, people can
peer into what is hidden underground. They
can also see the exposed structure of the post
office.
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Through the diagonal openings, people can see the
lattice that were used to sort and store mail,




main route (face the post secondary route ( first en- secondary route ( middle en-
offcie wing) trance) trance)



Why a maritime museum?

1 The learning result from the “supplement ” approach: the visiting route

“The history of English in one town”

“Lowestoft grumbled as Romans tramped through
endured Viking invasions,

2 Rich Marine history muddled through the Dark Ages,
In the Middle Ages, Lowestoft became an important fishing town.The trade, particularly
for herring, continued as the town's main identity into the 20th century. The port also was embraced the Enlightenment,

a major naval base during the war, including for armed trawlers such as Nelson

flourished as a part of the Empire,
holidayed with the Edwardians,
suffered in the World Wars,

protested and prospered in equal measures though
post-war changes in society and technology.

Every social, historical and industrial movement that
has swept over England is embedded in the sand
and bricks of Lowestoft.”
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INITIAL CONCEPTS
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INTERVENTION IN THE ORIGINAL BUILDING

- Intervention

|| The existing building



LOWESTOFT MARITIME MUSEUM HIGHLIGHTS

Fishing Industry

Herrings, Drifters and the Prunier Trophy
is a most comprehensive portrait of the

Preparing and heming industry at the three ports.

packing Prunier Herring Tmphy competition, a
well known focal point of the herring fish-
ing at Great Yarmouth and Lowestoft from

, I = 1936 until 19686,
Met drying at Lowestoft.  Skipper Williamson and
‘Posted Message crew receiving the Prunier Trophy.
Dear Annie
P | arrived quite safely but had a very
p— Sendmg fish to the wet journey. Hope you are better.
market (mainly about | will write in a day or so.

transport, ships, train) Love toall.”

L —  Vessels

Starting in 1868, boats were registered in their home ports and in

Lowestoft was once a major .
~ Lowestoft, thal number begins with an "LT".

shipbuilding centre, with
ships such as the Pulonga

Its purpose was to allow mariners to line up the Lowdight and
Highlight beams to navigate a passage through the Stanford
Channel between the sandbanks outside the harbour.

It was repaired several times until 1866 when it was replaced by
, the wrought iron structure, shown above, that was capable of
being moved either for alignment with the Highlight or because
of erosion of the beach.

L lighthouse

WWw1

First World War German Equipment Leo-Enfiald Rifte Mark Ill Infantry Helmet  \War Savings Campaign WA Letters and
‘Wheslchair From The Captured After D-Day MNumber 4 Bakolte Plague From Photographs Beloaging
Kitchener's Memorial Lowestoft Town Hall to Private Holland

Haima Found Under

Elemetumnrrle of hie

Comments

This is a very interesting card, When |
first bought it | thought, "Goodness! that
airship is smalll” and then | looked with
my loop at the number on the side and
looked it up. Its D-LZ127. the Graf
Zeppelinl, one of the most famous air-
ships ever builtl Wowl|l The Graf Zep-
plin was in Lowestoft!ll

Www2

World War || Alr Rasd Vickers Machine Gun Memoarial Board 1038 ARP Gas Waming ARP-and Civil Defence ATS ack-ack Collection Blouse Made From
Siren Rattle Helmats Parachute Silk

During World War |l many Lowestoft drifters And then my eagle-eyed better half
and trawlers served with the Royal Navy

where they were employed on numerous

duties that included minesweeping. built

thera,

U-13 and Enigma Tank Driver's Periscope Royal Tank Regirmd Barrow
Display Battle Dress
Credt

TR Cww P IR or Com L s ation oS DIect-
Lk BTS20 EISA (TS0 Lomutton_ured 3t Mo
_Marme_Museum-dLowrstet_Suols_Eavt_Angla_hmt



ORGANIZATION

F2: fishmen/fishwom-
en/photoes /document

F1: marine art( first
floor or second floor)

3 Lighthouse
Its purpose was to allow mari-
ners to line up the Lowlight and
Highlight beams to navigate a
passage through the Stanford
Channel between the sand-
banks outside the harbour.

sending fish to the

market (mainly about
transport, ships, train)

Preparing and
packing

ENTRANCE

2 sir Samuel Morton Peto
He built the railroad for the town so
that its fish could be sold to more
places, boosting the town's economy.

T Mincarlo is the rast surviving sidewind-
er fishing trawler of the Lowestoft fishing
fleet She is also the last surviving fishing
vessel built in Lowestoft, with an engine
made in the town.
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7 MINCARLO

o Entrance

o The slice of Mincarlo

© The statue of Peto
o WW 1

© ww2

© Liohthouse

e Marine art

9 Fishmen & fishwomen

o Roof balcony

o Vessles

ﬂ Information desk
Toilet

Cafe’

Stairs

Escape way
Elevators

Disabled toilet
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GF plan

A3

Street scale1:100




\ F1 plan
\ Scale1:100 @A3
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F2 plan

Scale1:100 @A3
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Basement plan
Scale1:100 @A3
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KEY SPACES
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the statue of
Sir Samuel Morton Peto
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The corridor before entering the post office
WING. There will be rain dripping from above.






WW1




WW2

The red dot on the ground shows the
area being bombed by the German

e i et i 5, 5 The
T o e i PR I P £33
R T i S Y iy TR v




The man is watching the
document film about that war
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Post office Wing
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The long section of the post office
WING, when we're looking back
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chifaldahddiming area’ '

stUdv room
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Material palette

concrete

corten steel




DETAILS
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