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East End of London





With a heritage of trade, culture and productivity 
London has played an important role in UK industry 
for centuries.

London was a leading centre of UK manufacturing from the late 
18th to mid-20th century. The city was home to a diverse set of 
industries including garment, furniture, and jewellery making.

With the onset of deindustrialisation the ensuing decades signalled 
a period of transition for the UK’s manufacturing base. During this 
period manufacturing began to take advantage of an increasingly 
globalised world and move overseas in search of lower production 
costs.

The 1990s saw London and its centre become a desirable place to 
live once again. Its population began to grow and, with this, 
housing provision became the dominant focus. This led to the 
release of vacant employment sites in favour of residential 
development and it became increasingly difficult to protect i
ndustrial space. Industry, including manufacturing, continued to 
decline, particularly in the centre.

Centre of making Post-war policies and deindustrialisation Urban regeneration

space luxury commodity

London



“Lost traditions of making/crafts in London East End”

“London has long been a city of makers and 
making.”

In London, pressure from other services , 
usually service, industries and from housing 
are squeezing out industrial spaces across 
the cities.

Immigration has always been an important factor shaping 
the city’s landscape of trades.

In the 15th and 16th centuries, for example, the production of 
baskets was focused around Eastcheap, due to the 
presence of the butchers, who needed baskets to transport 
meat. Another reason, however, was the nationality of many 
basket-weavers, many of them Flemish and Dutch 
immigrants.

Around Soho, meanwhile, the metal trades – including 
jewellery and watchmaking – flourished under Huguenot 
artisans, attracted to the area by the existence of a French 
church. 

The advent of the horologists would set in motion several 
developments which turned Clerkenwell into London’s major 
centre of making in the nineteenth century. It ensured the 
presence of artisans with the ability to do precision work in metals, 
which, in turn, attracted jewellers and makers of scientific 
instruments to the area. This presence was augmented by the 
waves of Italian immigrants who settled in London between the 
1820s and 1870s, many of whom were also skilled instrument 
makers – as well as glass blowers, carpenters, 
musical instrument makers and ice-cream makers.

In the 17th and 18th centuries, the most significant group of 
immigrants were the Huguenots, French Protestants who 
were increasingly persecuted by the Catholic King Louis XIV.

The area around St Paul’s Cathedral, particularly Paternoster 
Row, was once an international centre of publishing, print-
ing, map-making and bookbinding.

Many Huguenots were skilled craftspeople, and the areas of 
London in which they settled became known for several 
specialised trades. In Spitalfields, master-weavers 
established a successful silk-weaving business. 
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Public entrance

Interface space

Delivery space

allow the making/ thinking process to 
be view/open to the public/visitors

Archive/ Material Library

Working/ Thinking space

Making space

•	open to public 
•	face of the building 
•	share knowledge 
•	transparent but robust 
•	‘showing’
•	opportunities for artists,designers, 
makers

•	open floor plan
•	small private rooms
•	flexible layout to suit different 
needs

•	semi-public
•	airy
•	encourage conversation
•	space that induce creativity and 
spark innovation

•	transparent

•	no access to public
•	safety and robust 
•	provide making facilities that’s 
difficult to find in London

•	re-introduce the past 
•	circulation of materials/ resources  
to reduce waste 

•	exchange skills and knowledge 
between creative individuals

Programme Proposal

Space Hierachy Creative hub
3 Primary Space



re-introduce + preserve the crafts

future > bringing it forward



making space thinking/working space archive / library space



big idea





neverland
adult playground
fun 
playful
dream
imaginarium
childhood memory
utopia



Big idea concept model

translation of the big idea

Experimental sketch model to explore the concept of 
‘Never land’ where the space acts as an adult playgound. 
A place that allows imaginary to flow - ‘imaginarium’ - the 
utopia world. The idea is to use the site to bring back the 
“lost process in making” that used to shape the East End of 
London. 







Big idea idea development

translating the big idea 

Translating the “Big idea” through shape and form into 
the potential space of the factory site. The proposal space 
(group of buildings) are built and live inside the existing 
structure of the factory. The model help explore the 
circulation and the connection of the different spaces.







Big idea model development

thinking landscape



design proposal



archive space

private working

metal workshop

material library

making workshop

library

working space

wood workshop



Design stratregies

working with the existing

removing with existing wall  
(keeping only the top floor wall)

pop-in the new structure for the 
proposed programme

removing existing floor 
(keeping only the top floor)




























