


China's Social Clock Makes Weddings Important

Translated from the English term “social clock,” it refers to a culturally preferred “timetable” of
important transitions in life. It reflects the “normal” social expectations given by a culture about
when the transitional events like marriage, having kids, or retirement should take place.

Erik H. Erikson .2022

Some Chinese parents will arrange marriages for their Relatives are particularly interested in when the young
children without consulting them people in the family will get married

In China, getting married is often not your own choice — it's something others think you should
do.For example, at 25, people start pushing you to get married. If you're still single at 30, they
say it's “too late.”It's like there's a “social clock” always reminding you: it's time.

This pressure doesn't just make people rush into relationships. It also makes families feel they
have to hold a big wedding — like handing in a “life report” to show they are normal, successful,
and respectable.

There will even be matchmaking events involving hundreds  When a couple becomes engaged, they usually pay a
of people large dowry

So weddings are no longer just about love. They become big, expensive shows. To meet this
invisible deadline, families spend too much money and waste a lot of resources.



China's Face Culture

China has always been a secular country, although it is deeply influenced by Confucian
culture, utilitarianism prevails. In today's economic development and urbanization,
where individual contacts become less frequent, and personal differences become
more significant, the scale of evaluating a person focuses more on their economic
status. Therefore, in today's increasingly personalized society, displaying one's economic
strength through external features is an important means of maintaining and saving face.

In such an environment, luxury goods, with their low practicality, high scarcity, and high prices,
naturally fit Chinese people's desire to emphasize their personal status through important external
expressions. Even when it comes to car consumption, global automakers are competing to launch
continuously wider and longer car models in China to cater to the Chinese people's love for face.
Even if a larger car body generally leads to higher fuel consumption, only the car owner knows
about the fuel consumption, but the larger the car, the more face one has, and everyone pays
more attention to me.

Yuyu Luo .2023

Maotai: China's most representative high-end alcohol

B'e'iji‘ng Siheyua: 'Chin.ai's mbs expnie type of Jadeite: China's most sought—atérjeellery among
residence the wealthy

Rolls-Royce: The luxury car sought after by successful Chinese businessmen



Wedding food waste is worst in China

"

The Chinese character

g8 ” literally means ‘double happiness’. It is commonly written in
red for wedding decorations.

If you have Chinese friends, you must have been invited at least once to a big feast — yes,
they love to make friends at the dining table. However, you might be surprised by the
amount of food they ordered for you. It's enormous. Perhaps, it is so deeply-rooted in the
Chinese culture that, the only way to treat their guests well, is to order more than they
need. No wonder in Chinese wedding banquets, it is estimated that almost 1/4 of food is
being wasted

VISUALIZING CLIMATE CHANGE. 2014

Much of the law is designed to cajole the public into better habits, such as ordering “in
moderation” and eating “in a civilised and healthy” way, particularly at special occasions.
A survey by government researchers reported in 2020 that around 40% of the food served
at wedding banquets, business meals and social dinners was wasted. The banqueting
culture displays “a bad atmosphere of ostentatiousness, lavishness, and concern for face”,

The Economist .2022




Wedding food waste in the world

UK

A tenth of all wedding food — equivalent to a food waste bill of almost £500 for an average celebration —
is thrown in the bin, according to latest research

The Guardian .2017

US

According to Grazia, 10% of wedding food is thrown away, and 15% of couples throw away
the top tier of their cake. (The reasoning behind this statistic appears to be that traditionally,
the top tier was kept for the first child’s christening, and that 15% of couples don’t stick to this

tradition.)

Claire Gould.2021




Proclamation Letter

On a spring night in 2030, the city's hot news headlines
turned into a letter to all citizens, announcing the
establishment of the Green Wedding Supervisory
Organization (GWSO)




GWSO Organizational Structure
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Atmosphere of GWSOQO’s Vision
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Atmosphere of GWSOQO’s Vision
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The Beginning of the Story
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A bottle of wine, quietly smuggled
into the wedding, set the story in
motion.




Storyboard Drafts

2030, Government Close-up of the notice shows
announcements from GWSO  key phrases about changes in the
float between skyscrapers at  wedding policy.

night.

Crowds look up at the floating
notices; some clap, others appear
confused.

f

TV news reports the founding of ~ Lay and May stand outside the  Sunlight shines on a chicken  Before dining, guests turn the  Close-up of egg-based dishes: Guests eat and play with
GWSO; ticker reads ~Wedding  farm, looking toward a chicken  farm; chickens roam freely as  door handle to select today’s egg-  steamed, soft-boiled, omelets, s, a relaxed and cheerful
Carbon Policy Launched. coop in contemplation. guests arrive.

based meal. and more.

Lay secretly hides his
grandfather’ s wine under a
wooden plank.

Lay and May exchange glances, Lay and May exchange eco-
whispering, "I want to keep  friendly rings in a joyful wedding
some sense of ritual atmosphere.

The sound of a car approaching

echoes from the distant farm

entrance a GWSO inspector

appears.

A screen shows Lay hiding the  Guests are divided—some angry,  Inspector presents a “Marriage  The wine is sealed in a transparent

Cut to printer ejectinga wedding  May
wine; guests react with shock. i

some silent—someone urges Lay ~ Cancellation Agreement ; Lay  container labeled “Illegal  carbonreceipt.
to confess. and May sign. Carbon Source.

icks up the receipt, gazes at
the chickens, camera pulls back.

2040, The farm is now a high-
tech, enclosed greenhouse
wedding venue.

Guests queue for Al facial scans;  Lay anxiously edits guest data,
carbon credit scores displayed. swapping grandma’ s identity
witha friend” s.

Close-up of wine label: “GWSO  Lay angrily confronts the official:
Forbidden Wedding Specimen You ruined the wedding.
#0137.

Grandma enters cautiously; the
scan is successful, and everything
proceeds as normal.

Synthetic mushroom dishes float  Guests wear jdentical “low-  Friends and family who couldn’t  Lay and May exchange biometric  Grandma shares a brief,
in translucent trays across the carbon suits,” immersed in a  attend due to the carbon footprint  rings; scanner lights flash.
greenhouse. sterile ritual. restrictions are participating in

the wedding remotely.

Al emotion scan detects
emotional hug with her family, mismatched voiceprint; system
overcome with sentiment. goes onalert.

The GWSO official smiles,
holding up the 2030 wine botde,
saying, "Congratulations!"—but
it means, "Your wedding doesn’t
comply.”

Official replies calmly: “Your

carbon account is 2.5kg over.

Grandmother is slowly escorted  May watches her grandmother ~ Only Lay and May remain, their 2050, The farm has been

Al drones are monitoring the  Lay and May are the only two
out by the GWSO official.

being taken away, feeling helpless,  silent figures, as the camerapulls  transformed into a virtual  wedding process in the sky. people present at this online
unable to do anything. ack. wedding experimental wedding.

base, consisting of multiple

holographic devices.

They close their eyes and
connect via neural interface—
consclousness syncs.

4 7 = .- J{i Lo .dj

The two of them sit on chairs, Different split screens display

surrounded by holographic wedding scenes from various

guests, all with unfamiliar faces. countries and regions, allowing
them to choose the scene they
esire.

Lay and May close their
eyes, synchronizing their
consciousness through a brain-
machine interface, exchanging
heartbeats and emotiona
memories.

APRIL IST

Lay suddenly pulls out the Alarms blare:, “This wine Holographic guests disconnect;  The machines come toa haltThe ~ Only Lay and May stand still, In this moment, the wedding
20-year-old confiscated bottle  should not exist!” 'Error 404:  the scene collapses; surveillance  world suddenly becomes very  staring blankly at all of this. doesn’t need anyone else to be a
of red wine he bought from the ~ Marriage Not Found. fails. quiet. part of it. It's their own wedding,
black market.

and they kiss each other.

This time, in their hearts, they
have completed their own
wedding.



Storyboard Drafts
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When we finally realized the staggering waste of traditional weddings—especially the vast amount of food discarded—
humanity’s first instinct was not reflection, but regulation.

The government stepped in, applying a solution that was, in many ways, quintessentially human: restriction.

Want to get married? Fine.
But the ceremony must take place at the source of your food.
You may only eat what the land offers you that day:
Get married in a rice field—eat rice.
By a fishpond—eat fish.
At a chicken farm? Sorry, only eggs—
and only if the chickens are in the mood to lay them.

But it didn't stop there.






A wedding where you can marry
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® Genre
Science Fiction / Social Satire / Drama Short Film
® Logline

In the year 2030, the government establishes an agency to strictly control wedding waste, mandating ceremonies
to be held at designated farms with strict limits on items brought in; the first couple is forced to terminate their
wedding for violating these rules. Twenty years later, they are invited back to a transformed virtual wedding center,
withessing how technology and authority redefine the rituals of love, revealing the complex contradictions behind
environmental ideals.



® Synopsis

In 2030, as global environmental awareness rises, the government forms the “Government Wedding Waste
Supervision Organization” (G\X/SO) to comprehensively regulate wedding waste. All weddings must be held at
designated farms, with food sourced locally from the farm, and any unregistered items are prohibited. Lay and May
become the first couple under supervision, choosing to host their wedding at a chicken farm, where the banquet
table is filled entirely with dishes made from eggs. However, Lay secretly brings an unregistered bottle of red
wine, which is discovered by a GW/SO inspector; the wine is confiscated, and the wedding is abruptly terminated,
illustrating the harsh enforcement of government policies.

As time passes, public backlash against such strict controls intensifies, sparking protests. G\X/SO is compelled to
transform the chicken farm into a high-tech “Virtual Wedding Center,” officially opening in 2050. Lay and May
are invited back to witnhess the transformation of the former farm. The main hall displays confiscated contraband
items over the past twenty years, with the red wine preserved as one of the confiscated items—a reminder of the
importance of compliance.

\Xearing advanced smart glasses, Lay and May witness a series of bizarre virtual weddings—humans marrying cats,
robots, and even pianos. Weddings are packaged into various VIP service levels, becoming a lucrative new revenue
source for GWSO. During a high-level gathering, the truth slowly emerges: beneath the guise of environmental
protection lies a complex entanglement of power and profit. Human greed and limitations remain visible. Although
some problems are solvable, many barriers persist. Because of human weaknesses and desires, the entire system is

ironically designed to drive continuous consumption, trapping people in a new cycle.



Chinese traditional Wedding dress

Chinese wedding dresses have a thousand-year history. Since the Zhou Dynasty, there has
been a tradition of dress, and it has evolved through different dynasties, from the extravagance
of the Tang Dynasty to the exquisite beauty of the Song Dynasty, and then to the solemn
atmosphere of the Ming Dynasty, each era has its own wonderfulness.

7

Luochuan 3&JI| - The Tang Dynasty Wedding, Bridal The Tang Dynasty Wedding, Bridal Gown, Song of
Gown (Preorder) Peace AEZEER (Preorder)
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Longjing Chicken Farm Spatial Concept

3D model and Al generation test
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Virtual Wedding Center Spatial Concept

3D model and Al generation test

Sketch up render
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character and fasion style test

Chinese traditional dress (2030)




Characters

Actor: Lay

humorous, rebellious, bold, daring to
challenge authority, and passionate
about drinking red wine.

Post-graduation employment period

|/

Actress: Ma‘y

\// //

La' and Ma' were uniersity classmates and had known each other for seven ers.

Acto‘r: Lay(mi‘ddle-aged)

Dignified, generous, rebellious yet  They were both rebellious and creative young people at university, and they had
somewhat cautious, loves drinking red imagined their future wedding to be unique and interesting, unaffected by social

wine

opinion and relatives and friends.
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wedding photo Actress: May(middle-aged)



During 2030...



Storyboard

Chapter 1 context (2030)
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A GWSO daily boardcast on 27/5/2030 The extravagance of Chinese weddings Food waste at Chinese weddings

Marriage is the most representative event on the Chinese social
clock, and with it comes extravagant and wasteful weddings

Marriage and the social clock New Wedding Policy 2030

AR S AR {1

Cattle farm as a wedding venue Vegetable farm as a wedding venue A chicken farm as a wedding venue The wedding must be held at a farm designated by GWSO




Storyboard

Chapter 1 context (2030)

Lay and May are main roles,they are one of the first couples  Lay and May were university classmates, and they had known  They began discussing their future wedding while still in
to get married after the new policy was implemented. each other for more than seven years. university, hoping to be free from social constraints.

Chapter 1 the wedding day
2030

On wedding day,Sunlight shines on the chicken farm
wedding.

and chickens roam freely These chickens are not afraid of people Eggs from chicken farms are efficiently collected by Guests can collect some eggs for dinner
conveyor belts




Storyboard

Chapter 1 the wedding day

Before the wedding started, Lay secretly hid the red The wedding has started Lay and May bowed to each other And they exchange rings
wine in a cabinet

The wedding went very well and the atmosphere was joyful the wedding at a chicken farm to be so interesting All kinds of dishes made from eggs, scrambled egg, omelette,
poached eggs, etc.

There are even drinks and alcoholic beverages made with Lay brings out a bottle of wine The monitoring system detects the violation A bottle of unregistered red wine
eggs, and they actually taste quite good
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Storyboard

Chapter 1 the wedding day

A team of GWSO agents suddenly entered the wedding Lay realised he had messed up

venue

Afterwards, they received a notice letter The wedding was cancelled because the carbon emissions The wine is confiscated by GWSO
exceeded the limit due to the carrying of unregistered items

Chapter 1 ended!



Artefact

The confiscated wine
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During 2050...



Storyboard

Chapter 2 Virtual wedding(2050)

Twenty years have passed,
and it is now 2050

Many people have expressed dissatisfaction with the overly
strict regulations

people can enter a virtual wedding scene and meet other
couples

NO GWSO !l

GWSO ,Give me back my wedding! |
Restore freedom to people’s wits!

A large-scale movement five years ago prompted the
government to realise that strict management alone was
insufficient to implement new wedding policies

with even the taste of the virtual food and drinks preserved

A GWSO daily boardcast on 10/6/2050

Under public pressure, they decided to allocate significant
resources to GWSO to research a virtual wedding system

GWSO will invite the first batch of couples whose weddings
were interrupted to experience this technology for free

Since its establishment 20 years ago, GWSO has fac
numerous challenges

By wearing a special pair of glasses

cd

ed




Film Scene - Virtual Wedding policy (2050)

Notes:
the wearer enters a virtual interactive space that completely recreates the sensations of the real

world and even transcends the physical limitations of the real world

Couples whose weddings were interrupted due to early new policies are welcome to experi-
ence a virtual wedding ceremony for free

Relatives and friends can also participate in the wedding through virtual technology, but they

need to pay per person




Storyboard

Chapter 2 Virtual wedding(2050)

J—

As the first couple to get married under the 2030 GWSO  The wedding_ venue is st
policy ,Lay and May were invited to experience the latest

virtual wedding technology

ill the same Longjing farm from

twenty years ago , it has now been rebuilt into a high-tech
building

Entering the buildig is an exhibition area,Display of various
unregistered items brought into weddings in recent years

Lay and May were taken to the door of a room and went
inside

The room was filled with many strange items, placed in glass
containers

Moreover, we are easantly surprised to discover that bottle

of red wine,which Lay had secretly brought into the wedding
20 years ago as an unregistered item.
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Wedding venues have undergone tremendous changes

over the past 20 years , becoming more high-tech and
streamlined.

QL |
After putting on high-tech glasses,Lay and May participated

i ) ) Welcome to Virtual Wedding Server 3, Lay and May!
in a virtual wedding as guests

After the exhibition area, there is also a collection area,Used
to store older unregistered items

hae 1 1 ] ) L. J o/

During the wedding ceremony, other newlyweds will
participate via virtual projection



Film Scene - Virtual Wedding center (Longjing chicken Farm)




Storyboard

Chapter 2 Virtual wedding(2050)

The virtual wedding was widely praised,GWSO took the
opportunity to promote itself and release various follow-up

VIP Services

Chengdu Participants: Su Shi and Da Mao Shenzhen Participants: Vanessa and Xiaolin Shanghai Participants: Lily and her piano Richard
A man marries his cat A lady marries her robot There was a girl who decided to marry her piano
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As long as you spend enough money, you can experience the  SILVER VIP Virtual Wedding Package: Lakeside Wedding Gold VIP Virtual Wedding Package: Castle Wedding

perfect wedding of your dreams!
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The profits were much higher than those obtained from

In a high-end restaurant, GWSQO's management team happily
previous collaborations with farms!

Many people come to the GWSO office to queue up and
discussed how profitable the commercialisation of virtual

Diamond VIP Virtual Wedding Plan: Wedding on the Surface
purchase wedding packages
weddings had been!

of the Moon




Film Scene - Virtual Wedding VIP package

LAKESIDE

VIP
SILVER

VOLCANO

VIP
PLATINUM

VIRTUAL WEDDING VIP PACKAGE
PRESENT BY GWSO

CASTLE

VIP
GOLD

MOON

VIP
DIAMOND
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Film Scene - Conclusio




Film Scene - Conclusion
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