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Project Description
The project deals with hierarchies of power and the gaze, including research on image media, power structures, and more. Criticizes the impact of digital images on peo-
ple's lives in a modern society dominated by entertainment. Just like the relationship between subject and object in the movie lens under the patriarchal social structure.



Sex，Camera，Power
- The visual language of cinema by 
- By Nina Menkes

In many films (especially by male directors), gender differentiation in camera design is frequent, with male leads and female actors consistently shot in very different 
ways. The male gaze pervades the shots in the film. So the very design of the film shot itself solidifies this power relationship that includes gender differentiation.

Main aspects of analysis: 
1. Subject & Object - Visual relationship
2. Framing
3. Camera movement
4. Lighting

Narrative  Position

Image from Sex，Camera，Power





The impact of Hollywood-style image media’s awareness dissemination on the public

Subject & Object

Aesthetic standards

Framing

Camera movement

Lighting

Narrative position

Visual relationship



SUBJECT & OBJECT

NARRATIVE  POSITION

SEX, CAMERA, POWER

Notting Hill

VISUAL RELATIONSHIP

FRAMING

CAMERA MOVEMENT

LIGHTING

Fragments body parts

A strange kiss

Man asks woman to smile

2D plane lighting

Fragments body parts

A male gaze lens

In two separate shots



RQ :  How does the power gaze in the camera affect and shape space? 



Story telling
In 2050, as modern society is penetrated and dominated by entertain-
ment, digital images have an increasingly wider impact on people's lives, 
covering the world, and the world is ruled by high-level directors (film 
leaders). Under the control of power, the City of Image in Los Angeles 
was established as one of the representative cities.

In the center of the city is a ruling class composed of directors who hold 
the highest power. Film is a powerful messaging tool in the city that can 
manipulate and influence popular ideologies. In addition, staff related 
to the film and television industry chain also live in this city and have 
become upper-class residents.

At the foot of the Hollywood Hills lies the landmark building that sym-
bolizes the power of directors. Every morning, they hold a power meet-
ing in the high-rise council chamber of the Image City. Here, they discuss 
the latest developments in the city, citizen behavior and social order. 
The city's political system is a power structure composed of directors 
who maintain dominance by controlling the gaze of the camera. Political 
institutions are closely linked to film studios, and political deci-
sion-making and film production are intertwined to form a unique po-
litical and economic model.

The city's economy is entirely centered on filming and producing 
movies, and the production of images has become the city's pillar in-
dustry. Directors have made huge fortunes by selling clips of power 
gazes, while civilians have become the main material for their filming, 
and civilians even need to pay a "performance tax" to support their 
lives. The entire city's economic and cultural life revolves around the 
film industry, and the economy is developing rapidly.

Directors use the powerful propaganda tool of film and television 
media to try to shape an ideology that suits their interests. As deviant 
philosophical trends arise in the city, people question whether the gaze 
of the camera can truly reflect the essence of life. Directors responded 
to this in a strange way, proposing the subversive view that "only life 
under the lens is real", shaping and controlling the values and thoughts 
of urban residents.

This view leads to people living in a transparent information flow. Civil-
ians have their own houses, which are neatly arranged when viewed 
from a high altitude. The combination looks like rows of product bar-
codes. Using satellite monitoring and scanning technology, the director 
only needs to use a drone to scan the barcode shapes composed of 
houses in the air, and then he can understand the basic living conditions 
and population data, etc. This is a means of unified management and 
control by the director. The director also has some of his subordinates 
who are called "capturers", and cameras are the weapons of the captur-
ers. They will appear from time to time to film and monitor people's 
daily lives to create images. At the same time, residents are prohibited 
from using highly-obstructive materials on building surfaces to facili-
tate camera capture.

In addition, pixels have become the label of this city, and the residents 
can be photographed by cameras wearing red, green, and blue hats on 
their heads. The camera shoots down from the air, and people form 
pixels one by one, converging into a huge electronic screen. The whole 
city becomes a screen.

Because the director needs to make entertainment more permeable into 
people's daily lives, the director has implanted image processing chips 
in the brains of all residents. The images everyone sees are no different 
from the formats in the computer. For example, when people see the 
PNG format base map, It will be transparent by default. Anyone who 
needs to enter the city to make a living needs to complete this opera-
tion. This surgery has no malicious impact on people's lives. In addition, 
it is a mandatory regulation and is strictly controlled by the manage-
ment, so every resident needs to comply.

Orange came to this city as a stowaway to make a living. She escaped the 
chip implant, but in the context of video life, she was worried that the 
private life of the individual being photographed might be made public, 
and the privacy of the person being photographed would be violated. 
May become the target of information manipulation by powerful 
people. If there are resistance forces in the city, those in power may also  

use information to manipulate and stigmatize the rebels, portraying 
them as saboteurs, malicious elements, or socially irresponsible people. 
This helps divide the society and reduce the support of the rebels. . By 
manipulating information, those in power can eliminate any criticism 
and dissent to their policies, decisions, or rule. In addition, it was a 
smuggling operation, so Orange was unwilling to reveal his information.

In this city, there are other people who sneaked in, and they formed a 
small organization. After continuous efforts in research, they found that 
under the infiltration of entertainment, movie leaders have implanted 
chips in everyone's brains that can automatically process images. When 
they see the png format, people will default to it as transparent and 
cannot see it. object in the format. Since the camera is an electronic 
device, people who want to hide it also find that the machine will auto-
matically recognize the gray and white grid into png format. In this 
format, everything is transparent. So they made their own transparent 
cloak. Any object covered with this cloak will be recognized as a trans-
parent object by the machine. They will also use PNG patterns to hide 
other aspects. As for the overhead drone shots, they had a gray board 
above their heads, which became dead pixels so they couldn't be played 
on the screen.

The perfect evasion skills of this group of people have become a shadow 
in the transparent information flow. Their evasion skills are like a dark-
ness in the transparent information flow, confusing people. Although 
people can capture some traces of their lives, these traces are like a 
phantom, elusive. Some powerful people in the city realize that the ex-
istence of a transparent information flow poses a potential threat to 
their control. A special team of technical experts and capturers was 
formed to track down and reveal the true identities of these hiding 
people.







Hollywood development history

Location
The Hollywood Hills sign is one of the most famous landmarks in Los Angeles. It is located 
just north of downtown Los Angeles and is home to numerous film studios and photo 
booths. The proximity of the Hollywood Hills, especially the foothills, is rooted in the world's 
largest film industry, making it an iconic symbol of the film industry in its own right. Origi-
nally erected in 1923, the sign was originally built to advertise local real estate. Over time, the 
Hollywood Sign became one of the most famous signs in the world, representing the Holly-
wood film industry and the city of Los Angeles.

Symbol of the film industry: The Hollywood Hills area has always been the centre of the film 
industry. At the beginning of the 20th century, film producers began to build studios at the 
foot of the Hollywood Hills, gradually forming the largest film industry cluster in the world. 
The Hollywood Hills have become a symbol of global film culture and industry.

Movie Star Residences: The Hollywood Hills is one of the most exclusive areas in Los Angeles, 
with many movie stars and wealthy individuals choosing to build their homes here. This has 
added to the Hollywood Hills' reputation as a world-renowned area for the rich.

Film filming background: The natural beauty of the Hollywood Hills and their nearby land-
scapes have made them an ideal backdrop for many films. Many famous films and TV shows 
have been set in the Hollywood Hills, making the landscape an integral part of the filmogra-
phy.



World Mapping - The second world



Material experiment
Based on my story world, I imagine the material language in the world and explore the possibilities of materi-

als to better understand my own world.



Material Council Workshop

expanded mental
expanded mental

black mirror
fur

soft wood

plasterboards

density board



Material Culture

① ② ③ ④



A city with many glass buildings, white walls and transparent 
domes, with streets surrounded by trees. Vehicles inside are driv-
ing on the road made of plastic film material, isometric view, white 
palette, pastel tones, aerial perspective, wide angle shot, hyperre-
alism, photorealism, cinematic lighting, octane rendering.

Isometric view of an architectural design concept,  living dense 
neighborhood made out off white concrete and glass with lots 
plants inside each house, very high verticality, bridges between 
buildings , tree top level views，architectural rendering

A room with white tiles, with furniture wrapped in plastic wrap, 
with light blue armchairs and a small table, a sink is visible on 
the wall, sunlight shines through large windows, everything 
looks like it's made of transparent glass, minimalism,

A woman wearing white translucent plastic sheet stands next 
to the translucent refrigerator, looking at the blue furniture and 
cabinets. The floor was made of wood, and the light from the 
window reflected on her face, which was Rinko Kawauchi's 
style. Retro style, pastel colors, surreal, wide angle shots.

Mid-journey prompt words

①

②

③

④



Narrative prop & charactors
Building on the development of your material culture, you will now design and build an object or ‘PROP’ from 

that world - a key item for the world.



Character relationship diagram

Director ( film leader) Captor

Director’s manBig boss Fan of the director Organization that don’t want to expose their 
privacy

Orange (Invisible organization)tailor (actress)

VS.









Dirty props

Soft mirror, wood, garbage bag, wool

After spending a few hours quickly making my own props using materials already available in the classroom, what I needed to do was think about: How to hide myself?



This is a resolution map based on 
one pixel which can be photo-
graphed pixel by pixel, I will set a 
photographed resolution value for 
my city, in 1996 it was 12 metres, 
now it's 1 foot, technology is con-
stantly evolving and this value will 
only get smaller in the future. To 
become invisible a thing has to be 
less than or equal to one pixel, so I 
will set my city's resolution value to 
8 inches.

Defective pixel usually refers to the 
LCD screen panel on some of the 
screen pixels all or part of the loss 
of its role, resulting in a permanent 
bright spots, dark spots and colour 
spots．

Green screen is the background cur-
tain for shooting stunt shots. Actors 
perform in front of the green screen 
and are captured by the camera. The 
picture is processed on the comput-
er to remove the green color of the 
background and replace it with other 
backgrounds. Therefore, in movie 
shooting, the green screen is used by 
default “Transparent” Background.

This is Photoshop's transparent 
background, the white and grey 
layers represent layers that are 
transparent with no pixels present
．

How to hide myself?

Resolution map Green screen Defective pixelPNG



Props - final version

Cotton, needlework, fabric dyes

This is Photoshop's transparent background, the white and grey layers represent layers that are transparent with no pixels present.
The transparent cloak is painted with Photoshop's "Transparency" layer, so that whether people wear it or put it over objects, they can make 
them "transparent" and disappear.



Props - Transparent cloak

Transparent Cloak







Star unveiling ceremony
The star unveiling ceremony is held every year in the city of images. The Hollywood Walk of Fame is to permanently honor those who have helped 
Hollywood become a world-famous community, such as the best actor and the most influential person. Scarlett will be awarded in 2050.





Lights, camera, action!
With your PROP or your ‘speculative device’ or ‘artefact from the future’ you will bring your narrative to life by 

designing a particular ACTION SEQUENCE of moving image from your future world.



Storyboard

Scenario 1 - Explain the background setting

Scenario 4 - Main story

Scenario 2 - Explain the background setting

Scenario 5 - Main story

Scenario 3 - Main story



script draft



Behind the scenes

Scene 01：Operating room

Scene 01：Operating room

Scene 02：Ward room

Scene 02：Ward room

Scene 03：Page street

Scene 03：Page street

Scene 03：Page streetScene 04：The woman’s home

Scene 01：Operating room Scene 03：Page street Scene 03：Page street

Scene 05：Captor headquarters

script draft



Architectural design (example)
How can the power gaze segments in movies be translated into spatial language？











Leeloo : Find the exit

Male : manhunt

Leeloo :Walking in pipes

Male : manhunt

Leeloo : jump off

Male : manhunt

A1-3

Exit

She worked her way through 
the pipes until she found an 
exit





I will produce my final work in the form of renderings. This is about my story and city construction. The world of Hollywood is colorful, and everything 
can happen here. The people in this city have different destinies, becoming famous overnight or unknown, and these people will live forever in such a 
world......

Renderings-City design



Director's Residence Director's Residence-interior
Architectural inspiration
Camera cross-section structure

The internal profile of the camera will serve as my inspiration for the 
appearance and form of the building, differentiating the functionality 
of the space based on the functionality of the camera’s internal com-
ponents. The space of the camera part has central symmetry, and the 
feeling of infinite extension of the axis symbolizes sublime power.



Snail HouseSnail House - Interior section



Hidden Tower A corner of the street Star unveiling ceremony



Aerial view of the city (from the director's 
architectural perspective)



The story of the city of Images never ends

Never end


