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Intuitive Reaction

PHASE 1

Impressions of Canary Wharf:

  Serious                     Impersonal                  Intimidating
Uninviting                     Orderly                     Sharp Lines

Canary Wharf & The Thames:

The serious, impersonal atmosphere of Canary Wharf shapes it into a 
modern island that is out of tune with its surroundings.

The Thames River is adjacent to Canary Wharf. Although it is close, the 
river feels disconnected from the space around Canary Wharf. The river 
provides a natural flow and sense of openness, but Canary Wharf lacks 
interaction with it.

Related materials in the impression:

  Metal                    Reflective glass         Cool-toned stone

Canary Wharf area

Canary Wharf Pier:

Once used for industrial and trade transport, as Canary Wharf 
has become an important global financial district, Canary Wharf 
pier is now mainly used for modern commuter services and 
tourist transportation.

The Site Canary Wharf pier

Main piers on the Thames



Intuitive Reaction

PHASE 1

Views from the 
windows facing 
the river

Views from the 
windows facing the 
center of the area

The void between the building and river

Broader horizons More natural elements: seagulls

Interior - exterior

Surrounded by office buildings

Reflective windows Vision Blockage

The void

15 Westferry Circus



Intuitive Reaction

PHASE 1

Metallic color - metal structure, modern feel
Reflection - reflective glass
Wire mesh - sense of order
Plastic film - windows that cannot be opened

A sense of distance from the river.
The suffocating feeling of not being 
able to open the windows.



Curtain Wall

PHASE 1

Focus area

How is the facade connected to the building structure?

Curtain wall research

Unlike load-bearing walls, 
curtain walls are hung (like 
a curtain) on the structural 
frame of the building. They 
transfer loads to the main 
structural system without 
bearing the building's own 
weight.

Connection detail photos

MORN, https://www.mornglass.com/unitised-curtain-wall-introduction-
installation.html

K-Zan, https://qstuts.com/curtain-wall-systems-types-benefits-design-and-trends/



Extending to the river

PHASE 1

Identity Element

The curtain wall does not support the building, but 
it defines the identity of the building. The exploded 
curtain wall modules, as the identity elements of the 
building, extends towards the river. It can visually 
connect the building, the open space and the river.

Get closer to nature
Escape from the urban jungle



Deconstruction & Explosion

PHASE 1

Visually extending the building towards the river. 
Break the sense of order.



Compression Artifact

PHASE 1

Focus area



Compression Artifact

PHASE 1

Explore opportunities

- Different combinations of extension distances, creating different combinations 
of space extension, visual or physical.

- The exterior side faces the interior of the building, showing the interior 
finishes to the outside. 	lur the line between inside and outside.



Compression Artifact

PHASE 1



Wharf Tea       
Experience
Bridges the past and present, bringing back tea 
trade culture and clean Thames water to Canary 
Wharf with modern planting trends and water 
purification system.

PHASE 2: 

PROPOSAL PROGRAM



Marshland

Before 1600s

Trading docks

1780s - 1970s

Modern financial huB

1980s - PresenT

Canary Wharf Timeline

PHASE 2

In medieval  t imes 
it used to be called 
Stephany Marsh and 
only later, in the 16th 
cen tu ry  took  the 
name of Isle of Dogs. 
The reason behind 
this name is not clear 
and there are plenty 
of theories.  Some 
aff i rm there were 
once royal kennels in 
the area.

During the 1780s, London 
was the world’s busiest port. 
Unusual produce came to 
London from around the 
globe, including tea, sugar 
and rum. With parliament’s 
approval, the first of the 
Is le of Dogs’ docks was 
completed in 1802. The Port 
of London Authority was 
established in 1909 and took 
over the West India Docks. 
The 1970s were tough for 
the Docklands. Factories 
moved out and the West 
India Docks were too small 
for the new, huge container 
ships, which took their trade 
elsewhere.

In 1980, the Government set up the London Docklands Development 
Corporation to regenerate the area. The docks remained empty for seven 
years. In 1986 an American banker, Michael von Clemm thought this was 
the perfect place to build majestic skyscrapers for thousands of workers. 
7arehouses and vactories were demolished to ma�e way vor new yats and 
ovfice bloc�s. 

Today's Canary Wharf is the UK's leading global financial district, with a 
series of the tallest modern commercial complexes and residential high-rise 
buildings. The docks have been transformed into commuter transportation 
and tourist sightseeing purposes.



Program Concept

PHASE 2

Tea Planting

Fish Farming

Floating
Wetlands

Outdoor 
Tea

Market

Tea Room

Tea Waste
Reuse 

workshop

Leisure

Tea & The Thames

First Flush 
From China

Tea first arrived in Britain in 
the 1650s via the Dutch East 
India Company.

loCked up
the tea

Amounts were small and tea was 
expensive. Many who could afford 
tea kept it locked away as it was so 
prized. Tea was served in London’s 
already popular coffee houses and 
largely consumed by elites.

Chinese
porCelain

Over 200,000 pounds of tea were 
imported during 1700–1704 via large 
ships called East Indiamen. There was 
a large increase in tea consumption 
in Britain. It became a regular grocery 
i tem.  Tea ceremonies  at  home 
became popular.

Brewing 
popularity oF tea

Alongside tea’s  r i se  came an 
increasing desire for  Chinese 
porcelain. In 1734, the East India 
Company imported over a million 
items of Chinese porcelain.

land oF tea 
drinkers
By the 1820s, Britain had a strong identity 
as being a “tea-drinking nation”. The 
global tea industry evolved further in the 
mid-19th century when tea began to be 
produced in what was British India.

TEA Experience



Proposal Program

PHASE 2



Program Process

PHASE 2

Soak in water

24-48 hours

Germination

6-8weeks

Separate
in pots

Trim To mainTain 
heighT

Hand picking

Withering

Removing moisture from the leaf

Rolling

Tea rolling machine

OxidatiOn

An environment 
with a humidity of 
95% and an ambient 
temperature of 23 
to 26°C.

Using water rich in 
fertilizers from fish 
farming waste to water 
tea trees

GrowinG Conditon:
Partially shaded

GrowinG 
Conditon:
Warm and sunny

Drying

Packaging

Drain the clean water 
after filtering through 
the plant roots

GrowinG Conditon:
leave a distance of 1.5 metres 
between the plants.

TransplanT 
ouTside

Takes 
to reach maturity.

3years

In
tea trees can grow up 
to one meter tall.

Once tea trees reach 
around 1m in height, 
they can be hardy 
enough to survive an 
English winter.

1year

Black Tea's 
Cultivation & 

Production



Phased Planning

PHASE 2

Phase 1
Self-circulation

2026 - 2028

Based on the growth stage of the tea tree, it will take 
1 year to get the first batch of tea trees that can be 
transplanted outdoors. The first batch of tea leaves 
will be harvested about 2 years after transplantation. 
Activate water and tea planting circulation within the 
building area.

Phase 2
New landmark

2029 - 2035

As an important transportation hub, Canary Wharf has 
multiple transportation stations. When the program 
matures and operates, the building will become a new 
ecological landmark in this area, gathering people 
together.

Phase 3

2036 - 20XX

After production exceeds the supply needed for this 
space, tea and tea waste reuse products are provided 
to the surrounding community. At the same time, the 
expansion of the tea plantation also contributes to the 
surrounding greening.

Benefit the surroundings

The flow of the Thames

Water purification system Influence of tea plantation

Elizabeth line

DLR Influence of tea plantation

Jubilee line

Greenland

Station

Restaurant

Cafe Influence of tea plantation



Proposal Concept

PHASE 2

Canyon
Inspiration:

A deep, narrow valley 
with steep sides, often 
carved by a river over 
millions of years.

Rivers are the primary 
force in canyon 
formation.

Layering of rocks reveals 
history.

Facade Deconstruction

Rock layers after erosion by water.

Translation Reorganization

mimiC natural 
erosion textures

Similar to the steep sides.

translate 
Canyon terrain



Reuse Strategy

PHASE 2

Two canyon-like cuts and two vertical cuts 
help bring natural light into the interior.
Half of the floor plates on levels 3 & 4, 
and 6 & 7 are cut off and reconnected 
to create two vertically oriented interior 
spaces.

existing Floor

proposal Floor

existing FaCade

proposal FaCade

Remove parts

The new facade takes the form of 
rearranging the existing facade modules 
and continuing the material language of 
the existing facade.



7AM

9AM

12PM

2PM

4PM

7PM

Sunlight angle in June

Reuse Strategy

PHASE 2

Existing steel frame

Existing lift



Physical Model

PHASE 2

1:100



Founctional Layout

PHASE 2

Open to 
the public

For staff 
only

Green house 
Tea planting

user grouPs
Divide the functional areas according to 
the user groups. The greenhouse planting 
area can be visited while being managed 
by the staff.

funcTional area refineMenT
The area and layout of the functional 
areas are based on the process of 
growing tea and making tea.

Main circulaTion
Distinguish circulation between 
user groups.

Educational 
zone

Green house

Tea cultivation 
experience

Tea room

Tea waste 
reuse 
expeirence

Tea culture 
gallery

Staff offices

Storage

Tea making

Tea making

Tea 
cultivation

Storage

Water 
management

Tea waste 
reuse

Plant room

Visitors

Staff



G

1

2

3

6

8

9

3/4

6/7

8/9

5

EntranceGarden
Office space

for rent(existing)

Tea making

Educational
Zone

Educational
Zone

Tea Experience

3/4

Tea Waste 
Reuse Experience

Tea Culture
Gallery

Visitor’s circulation

Public area

Staff only area

Staff’s circulation

Tea treegreen house

Storage(tea) 

Storage(material) 

Tea germination
room

Watermanagement
office

Plantroom

Tea making

Reusemateriallab

Reusemateriallab

Exploded View

PHASE 2



Experience tour

PHASE 2

Learn about tea
Learn about tea through exhibition 
boards, lectures and observation of 
tea planting.

PLanting exPerience
Personally experience the care of 
growing tea trees and appreciate 
the joy of planting.

tea tasting and Leisure
After experiencing the planting, 
taste the tea and enjoy the relaxing 
atmosphere of the leisure tea bar.

Witness tea Production
Visit  the art istry of black tea 
product ion  and d iscover  the 
journey from leaf to delightful cup.

exPerience tea ceremony
Discover the charm of the tea 
ceremony in a traditional tea room.

Join the tea reuse 
WorkshoP's activities.
Give tea waste a second life, learn 
to create eco-friendly crafts.

visit the 
tea cuLture gaLLery
A tea exhibition showcasing a 
variety of tea-related items.

check out 
riverside market 
The riverside open-air market 
evokes the vibrant energy of the 
old dock trade.

ecoLogicaL corridor
Take a walk 'in' the Thames

get cLose to 
nature 

The br idge offers 
stunning views and 
leads straight to the 
Thames.

1 2 3

4 5

6

9

7

8

10



Physical Model
PHASE 2

1:75



Tea Experience Hub 

Existing Facade 

Canyon Facade 

Bridge leading to the Thames

Proposal  Visual

PHASE 2



Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

EntrancE GardEn Entrance Garden

Ground Floor Plan

View Position



Educational corridor

Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

First Floor Plan

View Position



Tea culTivaTion experience
Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Third Floor Plan

View Position



Leisure tea bar
Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Third Floor Plan

View Position



Tea making process visiTing
Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Fourth Floor Plan

View Position



Tea wasTe reuse workshop - Tea dyeing sTudio

Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Fifth Floor Plan

View Position



Tea wasTe reuse workshop - Tea paper making sTudio

Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Fifth Floor Plan

View Position



Tea wasTe reuse workshop - Tea composTing sTudio

Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Fifth Floor Plan

View Position



TradiTional Tea room
Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Fifth Floor Plan

View Position



Tea culTure gallery
Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Seventh Floor Plan

View Position



RiveR side - RiveRside maRket & ecological coRRidoR

Tea Experience Tour

PHASE 2

Third Floor Plan

View Position



Proposal  Visual

PHASE 2

Overall Plan



2024 - 2025


