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An Optical Store: Cubitts

‘Cubitts’ is an independent British                   
company based in Kings Cross,                                                                                    
London, that offers ready-made, fitted, 
and bespoke spectacle frames with                 
carefully designed details.             
                   
Engineered for your eyes, they marry                                                                     
traditional manufacturing methods with 
contemporary technologies to create                   
modern spectacles.

The structural rivet designed and used 
by Lewis Cubiit in his development of 
the granary has inspired the form of the                                  
signature hinges used by Cubitts the                                                        
spectacle makers and this, in turn, has               
informed the brand’s logo. 

Driven from these ideas, the design 
scheme is formed through a mixture of  
traditional crafted and digital engineered 
elements reflecting the client’s making                                                         
process. 



01. Pancras Square
02. Granary Square
03. Gasholders
04. Coal Drops Yard



The context for this work is provided by two 
railway arches situated between the Regents 
Canal and Coal Drops Yard at Kings Cross 
in London.                  

The Site: Coal Drops Yard



CNC Procedure



Handcrafted Details Structural Rivet / LogoCNC Procedure

The Concept



Existing Site

Volume A - Metal Panels



CNC  procedure Grid: “The ten layers of the eye”Existing Site

Volume B - Wooden Panels Volume C - Mirror PanelsVolume A - Metal Panels

Design Strategy





Design Scheme

360o Rotation

Rotating Display Structure





Materials Palette
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“Obsessions are only obsessions to non-obsessives. 
To obsessives their obsessions are the very stuff of life.”

Cubitts


